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THE COVER—Cloud 
for the 


—this being the season when we look 
first storm, and think of days to come. By Ansel Adams. 





Epiror’s MIscELLANY 


Registers, A letter reporting the placing of a 
box-type register on Mount Abbot by Thomas 
H. Jukes and Theodore Sanford reminds us 
that there are several registers in the club 
headquarters that are far from the peaks for 
which they were intended: The Hermit, 
Mount Spencer, Mount LeConte, Mount 
Maclure, Mammoth Mountain. Members 
who may be planning ascents of these peaks 

winter or summer—would please both the 
rooms committee and the committee on 
mountain records and place names by offer- 
ing to place one or more of the registers. 
Proper placing involves use of a rock drill 
and expansion bolts—on the summit, not en 
route to it. ae 


Revision. Mention, in this issue’s min- 


utes of the directors’ meeting, of the immi- 


te, 


nent revision of Starr’s Guide, is an indir 
request of Sierra experts for information » 
new cultural features and corrections, bothof 
text and map, which should be incorporats 
in the new edition. Members who can con. 
tribute toward a more perfect Guide shoul! 
communicate with President Starr as soon » 
possible. 


* * * 


Birthday. Honorary Vice = president 
Horace M. Albright, in expressing regret the 
he could not attend the recent director 
meeting, writes, “You will be interested » 
know that I plan to attend the celebration ip 
Washington on Friday night [August 29} 
commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversy 
of the establishment of the National Pat 
Service.” Much has been accomplished in 
that quarter-century of Park Service activity, 
directed at the start, and today, by Siem 
Club Stephen T. Mather and 
Newton B. Drury. The minutiae of park at 





members 


ministration are ever-changing, but the fu- 
damental purpose remains the same: that th 
great scenic areas of the nation are to be e- 
joyed now, yet no less by those stil] to come, 
who may need the sanctuary of natural beauty 


even more than we. 


* * * 


Cavalcade. Thanksgiving Day—whid- 
ever you choose—is the deadline for the anni- 
versary number of the Sierra Club Bullet, 
to be out 1942, to mark the fiftieth birthdy 
of the Sierra Club. It is hoped that the mar 
zine will appear nearer to the prescribed 
month of February than the present bi- 
monthly number is to its date of August 
Date of publication depends to quite an & 
tent upon prompt arrival of contributions, 
since the editors have yet to harden enough 
to close copy with outstanding articles out 
Perhaps this, marking so special an occasion, 
will be the year when they do. 


D.R.B. 
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Directors Meet in Kings Canyon 


The Board of Directors of the Sierra Club 
held its regular autumn meeting at Cedar 
Grove, Kings River Canyon, on Sunday, 
August 31, 1941. Present were: President 
Walter A. Starr, Vice-president Bestor Rob- 
inson, Treasurer Walter L. Huber, Secretary 
William E. Colby, and directors Bernays, 
Brower, Clark, Dawson, Farquhar, Kehrlein, 
Leonard, Livermore, Tappaan. Also present 
by invitation were: A. E. Baldwin, chairman 
of the Southern California Chapter; Dorothy 
Markwad, chairman of the Loma Prieta 
Chapter ; Superintendent E. T. Scoyen, of 
Kings Canyon National Park, and Col. John 
R. White, Superintendent of Sequoia Na- 
tional Park. The minutes of the May meet- 
ing were approved as published in the June 
Sierra Club Bulletin. 

An additional premium on insurance on 
As this 


additional premium was due largely to a 


various club activities was discussed. 


longer term of coverage, the directors recom- 
mended that it should be pro-rated and car- 
ried into the next year’s budget. It was also 
that bills the 
share for the insurance be sent out to the 


recommended for pro-rata 
committees concerned, and also for interest 
on the loan to the Clair Tappaan Lodge 
Committee. The president was authorized to 
appoint a committee to consider the readjust- 
ment of the clerical work in the San Fran- 
cisco office, this committee to report to the 
Executive Committee its recommendations 
for approval. 

Superintendent Scoyen spoke on proposed 
park development, the accommodations for 
the public, including the Big Tree groves at 
General Grant and Redwood Mountain areas. 
He also discussed trail repair and construc- 
tion, and grazing problems which are of out- 
standing importance in the Kings Canyon 
National Park, 

The question of how far the road or roads 
leading up the main South Fork Canyon 


should be constructed was discussed at length 
and a motion to extend the road up to Copper 
Creek, but no further, resulted in a tie vote, 
six to six. Director Dawson did not vote on 
the question, because the matter of ultimate 
development of the area was not sufficiently 
clear to him. Some of those voting against 
the motion, including the president, stated 
that in their opinion the road should not be 
carried farther than Zumwalt Meadow, the 
idea being to construct a loop road, with 
traffic in one direction only, up one side of 
the canyon, crossing the river on a bridge 
somewhere below Zumwalt Meadow, and 
down the other side. 

A motion was passed requesting the Park 
Service to investigate the feasibility of es- 
tablishing a trailside camp at or near Scaffold 
Meadow in the Roaring River area, after the 
proposed trail has been constructed up Roar- 
ing River, and also another somewhere on 
the Monarch Divide; and if found feasible, 
to take steps to have such trail camps estab- 
lished. A motion to reconsider the recom- 
mendation with respect to the camp on the 
Monarch Divide was defeated. 

In a discussion of trail-construction stan- 
dards it was pointed out that except for main 
arterial trails, trails should be left in a rathes 
primitive condition; that there should be 
more adequate trail crossings of streams pro- 
vided, and that such crossings should be high 
enough to escape high water; that log 
bridges might be more strategically placed, 
and thus more permanent; that where logs 
or foot bridges are not in plain view, signs 
should direct pedestrians to them. The point 
was stressed that both permanent bridges or 
foot crossings were frequently not placed 
high enough to escape unusually high water, 
which often resulted in their being carried 
away. 


In the afternoon after a luncheon recess, 


President Starr called attention to the fact 
that the first edition of the Guide to the 
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John Muir Trail and the High Sierra Re- 
gion, by Walter A. Starr, Jr. was nearly ex- 
hausted and it would soon be necessary to 
prepare another edition. For that reason he 
wished to have certain matters connected 
with the route of the John Muir Trail clari- 
fied. It was the opinion of the directors that 
so far as the Sierra Club was able to designate, 
the route of the John Muir Trail should be 
considered as starting at the LeConte Me- 
morial Lodge in Yosemite Valley, following 
an off-road route to be constructed back of 
and above Camp Curry to Happy Isles, and 
thence continue over the Sunrise Trail to 
Tuolumne Meadows, up the Lyell Fork of 
the Tuolumne River, over Donohue Pass, 


thence east of Thousand Island Lake and 


———————_____ 


Garnet Lake by a new route to Shado 
Creek; thence to Devils Postpile oye , 
higher route, starting on the south side g 
Shadow Lake and proceeding to Minay 
Creek, which is now passable and jp par 
covered by existing trails; from there on } 
would follow in general the route now eniy. 
ing, over Mather Pass and into the Ken 
River over Foresters Pass, and thence to th 
summit of Mount Whitney, terminating 
the Whitney Portal roadhead. 

The President appointed directors Lem- 
ard, Brower, Clark and Farquhar to act wit 
the Treasurer and himself on the committe 
to consider rearrangement of the Sierra Clu: 
office and of the clerical work. 


Wo. E. Cosy, Secretary. 


The High Trip 


Psychiatric opinion to the contrary, there 
must be some joys in uncertainty. At any rate, 
some 250 High Trippers seemed to be pretty 
happy on an outing on which the next move 
could rarely be predicted with accuracy. 
Deep snows and high waters, while add- 
ing to scenic values and excitement, certainly 
put obstacles in the paths of commissary trans- 
port, and the trip finally wound up on itiner- 
ary No. 20. After the first week or so, camp- 
ers became accustomed to having Dick Leon- 
ard tell them that they were about to travel 
south when they had prepared to move north, 
or to waiting over a day while a scouting 
party went out to survey the proposed route 
and to return saying, ““Well—it’s a fine route 
except that we can’t get over the snow or 
across the river, and the camp is under 
water!” 
An advantage of mountains is that if you 
cannot go up hill you can always go down; 
accordingly the party was taken down into 
Pate Valley and later over Rancheria Moun- 
tain almost down to Hetch Hetchy. It seemed 
odd to be traveling lower and lower, finding 
cedars, oaks, rattlesnakes, and even poison 


oak, but everyone expressed surprised delight 





at the richness of the azalea thickets and th 
luxuriance of the flower beds in Tiltil] Va- 
ley. A small group, deciding against going» 
low, chose to knapsack for a week over thos 
routes which were impassable for the pad 
animals, and never could be convinced thi 
what they had missed was as good as their 
own snow-tramping. 

While four-weekers enjoyed almost : 
full week of golden days and spectacular su- 
sets at Tilden Lake, two-weekers departel 
and arrived via Hetch Hetchy and Jack Man 
Canyon. When everyone who wished hil 
had a chance to climb Tower Peak, the path 
moved through Kerrick Canyon and ome 
Seavey Pass to the camp at Benson Lake 
habitable now that the floods had receded 
though the beach was decidedly narrowe 
than usual. 

Camps in Matterhorn Canyon and Vir 
ginia Canyon brought climbing days and? 
truly remarkable circus, and the trip ended 
with almost everyone traveling cross-county 
by way of Young Lakes, back to waiting can 
—and watermelon!—at the Meadows. 


Cuarotre E. Mave. 
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1941 Burro Trips—Another Success 


The four burro trips of this summer again 
brought together 80 Sierra Club members 
and the High Sierra during eight weeks of 
nearly perfect weather. The burro-trippers 
thoroughly covered the region around Bubbs 
Creek, Bullfrog Lake, Rae Lakes, Sixty Lake 
Basin, Woods Lake, and Paradise Valley. 
The first trip, led by Stewart Kimball, 
had appreciable difficulty with copious quan- 
tities of snow which had fallen rather late in 
the spring. The next two trips were led by 
Milton Hildebrand, who conducted groups 
up University Peak and other high points. 
The fourth trip was led by Dick Felter, 
whose group experienced one of those rare 
exceptions to the well-known adage that “it 


never rains in the Sierra at night.” (It only 
rained about two and one-half inches that 
night.) Fourth-trippers were also treated to 
a view of Buttercup’s four day old kitten 
(appropriately named Cowslip). 

An innovation this year was a short back- 
pack trip from one of the base camps. Those 
who went recommend it, claiming that the 
“‘stay-at-homes” must push the burros for 
half a day, while the packers get to see some 
extra scenery, have late breakfasts and a 
scarcity of dirty dishes. 

Such experiences helped to make the burro 
trip a well-rounded education in the ways 


of the High Sierra. 
He_tmut WakEHAM. 


Saddle Horse Trip, 1941 


Our third annual High Horse trip started 
under difficulties. Owing to general mis- 
understanding, we found our food and equip- 
ment dumped in four places, and those of us 
trying to get it together were traveling in 
forty different directions. We served our 
first dinner, it seemed, to about 400 hungry 
Sierrans. To top it all, when yours truly 
turned in that first cold night at Tuolumne 
Meadows he was sleepless because he did not 
know which way we were to start the trip. 
This was a real worry. Snow conditions had 
kept us guessing up to the last minute. 
Neither Park officials, nor local mountaineers 
could tell us about the snow on Donohue and 
Parker passes, But after hearing Ansel Adams’s 
firm convictions, | decided we should head 
up Dana Creek and attempt Parker and Koip 
instead of Donohue. 

In spite of camp and trail difficulties, how- 
ever, our bandobast got off in good shape. 
Once we left the “heinous sights and sounds 


of mechanized civilization,” our cares were 





behind us and we began what turned out to 
be, for the third time, “the best trip yet.” 
Our fourteen days gave us a longer trip than 
last year, and we also had more days in camp, 
and hence more time for side excursions. We 
even branched out into a hearty square-dance 
evening at our favorite Cascade Valley camp. 

We had the enjoyable honor of scouting 
out a brand new section of the Muir Trail— 
between Shadow Lake and Devils Postpile. 
The new route is shorter, higher, and away 
from the road. We were happy to learn that 
as a result of our recommendations, the 
Board of Directors voted to route the Muir 
Trail over this section. 

Pass honors were equally divided between 
Koip and Mono. Koip was rough, steep, and 
proud of its spectacularly framed eastward 
view. But Mono, as we approached its sum- 
mit and viewed the jagged peaks at the Rock 
Creek—Bear Creek divide, was a fitting cli- 


max to our trip. 


Ike LivERMORE. 
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The Base Camp Trip 


This year’s base camp, situated in the spec- 
tacular setting of Garnet Lake, followed the 
pattern of the previous year’s outing, with 
several new features added and many sched- 
uled activities left undone owing to lack of 
time. The regular program of activities in- 
cluded frequent sessions in botany, geology, 
glaciology, bird study, astronomy, photog- 
raphy, camping, rock-climbing, mountain- 
eering, map reading, and even skiing. Over 
550 specimens of plants for the California 
Academy of Sciences, several of which were 
new. Two of the three unmapped Banner 
glaciers were studied. 

Seven tours were conducted to adjacent 
peaks and lake basins; fifty-nine members 


reached the summit of the nearby peaks, and 
a new route was established up the face of 
Ritter. Lorin Trubschenck made a spectac- 
ular ski run down the full length of the 
Banner glacier and the snowfields below. 
Camp games and exhibits proved popular, 
and campfire programs were excellently d- 
rected by various members. Of special note 
were the outstanding menus provided by 
Dean Curtis and his commissary group. : 

The entire group showed wonderfyl 
spirit, which made for a harmonious camp 
and I wish to express our appreciation to the 
Forest Service for its co-operation while we 
were in the mountains. 


O.iver Kenrecer, 


A Spartan Outing — the Knapsack Trip 


Of all the 1941 summer outings, the one 
which recorded the greatest increase in at- 
tendance was the Knapsack Trip. Attendance 
was nearly 100 per cent above the average of 
the last three years. Twenty-four ambitious 
knapsackers, under the leadership of Art 
Fawkes, met at North Lake on July 27, ready 
to begin what they thought was to be a sum- 
mer trip through the High Sierra, but 
which, owing to the heavy snowpack, was 
appreciably wintry. The group crossed La- 
marck Pass into the Darwin fork of Evolu- 
tion Creek, proceeded by Evolution Lake to 


Muir Pass, where two nights were spent, then 
continued down to Little Pete Meadow and 
out to South Lake over Bishop Pass. The 
itinerary had called for exploration of the 
Black Divide, but snow was too abundant 
along the high-altitude route that would 
have been used, and the kmapsackers suc 
cumbed to the lure of the green meadows 
and flowers of LeConte Canyon. Although 
some interesting climbs were made on the 
trip, the fact that other aspects of the Sierm 
appealed more to the group suggests that one 
need not rock-climb to enjoy knapsacking. 


The Kings Canyon Outing 


The second annual Labor Day outing re- 
union was attended by approximately 200 
members, including thirteen members of the 
Board of Directors, who held their annual 
meeting at Cedar Grove. The National Park 
Service was most cooperative in reserving a 
very pleasant campsite and providing us fire- 
wood for cooking and campfires. 


Dean Curtis and his commissary provided 


us with excellent food. There were planned 





hikes only on Sunday, when groups led by 
Tyler Van Degrift and Enos Shade went # 
far as Mist Falls and Sphinx Creek, with 
various members dropping out en route # 
spots pleasing to their fancy. At the requet 
of Ranger Anderson at Cedar Grove, the 
Sierra Club’s “Sky-Land Trails of the Kings” 
was shown to the public at Cedar Grove. The 
campfire programs were most enjoyable, pa 
ticularly Nathan Clark’s “Cavalcade of 
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Kings Canyon.” Informal singing lasted long 
sroun Helena 
Nelson, Enos Shade, Dick Felter and Tyler 





d the campfire. My co-leaders 


Van Degrift—were willing and untiring in 


their help. 


Rospert R. SCHALLENBERGER. 


Data Needed for Climber’s Guide 


With five portions of A Climber’s Guide to 
the High Sierra completed, the committee 
on mountain records and place names is now 
collecting notes and records on the sixth part 
—the Evolution Group and the Black Di- 
vide. 

The Evolution Group, named by Theo- 
dore S. Solomons in the late 1890's, is part 
of the main crest, with most of its peaks tow- 
ering well into the 13,000-foot levels. Ow- 
ing primarily to the lack of any direct passes 
into the area, this region has been left free 
and wild. It is one of the few places left 
where a knapsacker can be safe from “the 
madding mules.” This group has alpine 
scenery to delight the artist, unclimbed peaks 
for the mountaineer, changing rock forma- 
tions for the geologist, and even a few 
small glaciers. 

The Black Divide is another of the more 
rugged and less explored sections of the 
Sierra, Flanked on the east by the Middle 
Fork of the Kings and on the west by the 
Enchanted Gorge, are its tempting summits, 





nating in the spectacular Devils Crags. 
The region to be covered in the Guide is 


miscellaneous 


records of previous ascents 


bounded in the north by Mount Lamarck, in 
the east by Mount Goode, in the south by the 
Devils Crags and in the west by Mount 
Goddard. 


Our greatest difficulty so far has been to 


obtain accurate descriptions of the various 
routes used in climbing the peaks. Being 
sorely in need of such information, we shal] 
appreciate any material on routes in the re- 


gion. In addition, we shall be grateful for 


information pertaining to 


passes used, campsites, estimated class of diffi- 
culty of the climb, and, most of all, for any 


dates, names, 





route used, class of climb, and photographs 
of the peak and route. Suggestions as to 
other possible sources of information will be 
welcome. Please address all correspondence 
to the committee on the Climber’s Guide, 
Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Fran- 


cisco. 


This information should be received by 


November 15 if it is to be ine or porated in the 


publication. 


Aan HeEppDEN. 
L. Bruce Meyer. 


Change of Policy at Parsons Lodge 


The directors of the club at their Fall meet- 
ing in Cedar Grove were of the opinion that 
the present arrangements of cooking and 
leeping quarters for the custodian inside the 
Parsons Lodge are inappropriate to the mood 
of the lodge as a memorial and are detri- 
mental to use of the building as a gathering 
place by club members generally, although 
it is recognized that the present custodian 
has kept his quarters in exceedingly clean, 
neat and orderly condition. Accordingly, it 
was decided that, effective with the begin- 





ning of next season, no cooking or sleeping 
facilities will be permitted in the stone lodge 
building. However, this rule will not pre- 
clude eating and sleeping in the lodge should 
emergency demand it. It is expected that the 
custodian will live in the nearby MacCauley 
log cabin. For several years past this has been 
used as guest quarters by visiting club mem- 
bers, but will not be available for such use 


under the new plan. 


Lewis F, Ciarkx. 
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Annual Photograph Exhibit 


The annual photograph exhibit will be held 
as follows: 

September 25 to October 7—Club head- 
quarters, 1050 Mills Tower, 220 Bush 
Street, Sam Francisco. 

October 11 to 18—Headquarters of the 
Southern California Chapter, 704 Auditor- 
ium Building, 427 West Fifth Street, Los 
Angeles. 

Dates for other chapters will be announced 
later. 

It is hoped that all who took photographs 
on the 1941 Sierra Club outings will exhibit 
their albums, for in each collection there are 
sure to be pictures of special interest not to 
be found elsewhere. 


It has long been the custom for exhibitors 


to permit members of the Club 
prints at a slight margin above costs] 
purpose it is requested that each p 
be numbered and that the price be 
Orders will be placed through the Cl 
and will be forwarded after the clos 
exhibit. 3 
An exhibition of photographs 
Cedric Wright on the 1941 Sie 
High Trip will be held during 
and the first two weeks in October 
Sierra Club rooms. Following this wi 
exhibit of rock-climbing photograp 
bers wishing to submit 8x10 prints, 
on 14x18 bristol board, should add 
to Blanche Stallings, chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Exhibits and Fal 
Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, 


Conservation Conference Planned 


The California Conservation Council has 
announced an open invitation for the public 
to attend and participate in the Second An- 
nual Conservation Conference at Sonoma 
Mission Inn, in the Valley of the Moon, So- 
noma, California, October 10-11. A wel- 
come dinner will be held during the evening 
of October 9. 

The field of conservation is not restricted 
to public agencies whose business is conserva- 
tion, nor to naturalists and outdoor-minded 
philanthropists. Conservation of natural re- 
sources is instinctive with everyone and 
should be a part of the public service activi- 
ties of each citizen and major organization. 


Right now, conservation in natigm 
fense calls for stimulated action, 
write to the California Conservatie 
cil, 202 E. Canon Perdido, Santa 
or the Sonoma Valley Chamber of 
merce, Sonoma, for program announg 
listing topics for the general sess 
panel discussions, conservation tow 
walks and the historic pageant. 

Plan now to attend this importa 
enjoyable—con ference. It would be 
make your hotel reservation early. 
information may be obtained from 
Rice, who has been appointed Sie 
delegate to the meeting. 


Additional Committee Appointments 


Library-—Ethel M. Powell, Barbara W. 
Weiler, and Blanche Stallings (Chairman, 
Subcommittee on Exhibits and Folklore.) 


Mountain Records—For John DB 
stitute Art Argiewicz, whose name 
advertently omitted. 








